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Water Safety Ireland

Photo Policy

Water Safety Ireland (WSI) is the statutory voluntary body established to
promote water safety in Ireland. We educate persons in water safety best
practices. We develop public awareness campaigns to promote necessary
attitudes, rescue skills and behaviours to prevent drowning and water related
accidents. We provide instruction in lifesaving, water safety and swimming.
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Use of Photographic and Filming Equipment Policy

Water Safety Ireland has adopted a policy in relation to the use of images
of participants on their websites and in other publications, as there have
been concerns about the risks posed directly and indirectly to children and
young persons through the use of photographs on sports websites and
other publications. Where possible we will try to use models or illustrations
when promoting an activity and avoid the use of the first name and
surname of individuals in a photograph. This reduces the risk of
inappropriate, unsolicited attention.

Rules to guide the use of photography:

e |f the participant or group is named, you must NOT identify them when/if using their
photograph.

e Ask for the participant’s permission to use their image. This ensures
that they’re aware of the way the image is to be used to represent
the sport. A participant’s permission form is one way of achieving
this. (See Appendix for Permission form template).

e Ask for parental permission to use their image. This ensures that they
are aware of the way the image is to be used. A parental permission
form is one way of achieving this. A template of this form can be found
in the appendix of this document.

e Only use images of participants in suitable dress to reduce the risk
of inappropriate use. The content of the photograph should focus
on the activity not on a particular child. When taking a posed
photograph, children must not appear unless wearing a minimum of
a team T shirt. (They must be covered).

e Create recognised procedures for reporting the use of inappropriate
images to reduce the risks to participants. Follow the child
protection procedures, ensuring either the designated person or, if
necessary, the social services and/or gardai are informed.

Amateur photographers/film/video operators wishing to record an event
or practice session must comply with the venue’s photography policy. For
outdoor events, photographers must follow all rules of law as well as these
WSl rules.

Press

When commissioning professional photographers or inviting the press to
an activity or event we will aim to ensure they are clear about our




expectations of them in relation to child protection. Professional
photographers/film/video operators wishing to record an event or
practice session should make themselves known to event organisers so
that the organisers may then:

e Provide a clear brief about what is considered appropriate in terms
of content and behaviour.

e Inform participants and parents that a photographer will be in
attendance at an event and ensure they consent to both the
taking and publication of films or photographs.

e Not allow unsupervised access to participants or one- to- one
photo sessionsat events.

e Not approve/allow photo sessions in private.

e Not allow camera phones in dressing rooms.

Using Video as coaching aid

Video footage can be used as a legitimate coaching aid. However,
permission should first be obtained from the participant’s
parent/guardian.

Anyone concerned about any photography taking place at events or
training sessions can contact the DLP and ask them to deal with the
matter.




Appendix 4: Consent Form for Photography

Consent and Model Release Form

Event Name:

Required:

O] I have read and understand Water Safety Ireland’s Privacy Policy (found
here: https://watersafety.ie/privacy-policy/) and how my image/my child’s image and my data will be
handled by WSI under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

Please check one of the following below as appropriate:

1 hereby give my consent for WSI to use my name, likeness, image, or videos of me, solely for the
purposes of promoting water safety awareness. This may include usage in print and digital media,
such as websites, social media, press releases, and promotional materials. | understand that | may
withdraw this consent at any time by contacting the WSI Data Protection Officer.

Name :

Date:

Phone Number:

LI I hereby give my consent for WSI to use my Child’s name, likeness, image, or videos of me, solely
for the purposes of promoting water safety awareness. This may include usage in print and digital
media, such as websites, social media, press releases, and promotional materials. | understand that |
may withdraw this consent at any time by contacting the WSI Data Protection Officer.

Child's Name:

Parent/Guardian Name :

Date:

Phone Number:

Signature of Parent/Guardian:

Thank you!



https://watersafety.ie/privacy-policy/

