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A Message from the Chair of Water Safety Ireland

Welcome to the 2025 WSI calendar and thank you to our sponsors for their generous support. A special
thank you to all the Committees, Commissions, Working Groups and Water Safety Area Committees for
their work throughout 2024, and welcome to our new Council members appointed by Minister Heather
Humphreys TD. Thank you to all the staff at Water Safety Ireland head office who work tirelessly behind the

scenes to guide our projects forward.

As you can see from our great photos, Water Safety Ireland volunteers have
been busy nationwide teaching swimming, lifesaving, basic life support, rescue
skills and the promotion of water safety awareness to the public. During 2024
WSI issued certificates to 45,594 young people. 1,209 candidates received
certification as beach and pool lifeguards. Local Authority lifeguards rescued
162 people from drowning at lifeguarded locations, administered first aid to 4,933
people and reunited 141 lost children with their guardians. | commend our Water
Safety Area Committees, and our Summer and Winter Course Organisers for their
commitment to deliver essential training to the next generation of lifesavers.

The fourth World Drowning Prevention Day took place on the 25th of July,
incorporating the theme “Do One Thing” to prevent drowning. Water Safety Ireland
volunteers joined our World partners to mark the day, with lifeguards, parents,
children and a variety of prominent buildings going blue for the day. Ireland has
been a proud participant of this global initiative and we appreciate the significant
efforts made by all.

This was another strong year for Water Safety Ireland Lifesaving sport at national
and international level. Clare Ladies were presented with the President’'s Trophy
and Team Ireland had great success at the World Lifesaving Championships in
Australia. A wonderful achievement by competitors and coaches alike.

We will continue implementing our Strategic Development Plan throughout 2025.
This plan guides the work of Water Safety Ireland in conjunction with Ireland’s
National Drowning Prevention Strategy 2018- 2027. We are working to develop
new approaches that tackle water safety issues and which promote appropriate
skills, attitudes and behaviours.

Water Safety Ireland had a strong presence across the media in 2024, with high
profile campaigns taking place as part of the ‘Memorable Moments Are Made
Possible by Practising Water Safety” messages. We coordinated efforts to deliver
practical water safety advice to the public via traditional and digital channels,
reaching the most at-risk groups nationwide.

Tragically, provisional figures indicate that 78 people died from drowning in
2023 and | wish to convey our sympathies to all those families. During 2024, WSI
launched the WSI National Drowning Report 2017-2021. By identifying the key
risks and targeting interventions appropriately, Water Safety Ireland hopes to
achieve further reductions in drownings and improve emergency response and
prevention activity.

At this time of yearin particular,
our thoughts are with the
families of those members who
have passed away. | am also
conscious of the number of our
members who have lost loved
ones themselves. We extend
our deepest sympathies to all
families who are feeling their
loss. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a
n-anamacha.

As we conclude 2024 and
look forward to the year
ahead, | wish you and
your loved ones health,
happiness and prosperity
and that you enjoy the
fellowship of all those you
hold dear.

Clare MCGI"
Chair ath

Water Safety Ireland

Clare McGrath
Chair
Water Safety Ireland

watersafety.ie
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Celebrating our lifesavers:

Members of Water safety Ireland - Dublin take partin
the National services Day parade alongside frontline,
emergency and security personnel of Ireland who work

tirelessly to protect others.
Photo: Water safety Ireland - publin
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National Awards
Ceremony

Paul Jackson & Richard Clarke pictured
at the 2024 National Awards Ceremony-
Paul received a geiko Just In Time Award in recognition
of his swift ac dwhenhe saved Richard who
October Bank Holiday fell into the wa i e, Royal Canal on 23rd
e Bl of September 1955. The pair were reunited by @ chance
encounter on the Joe Duffy Show which granted Richard
the chance to thank paul for his quick response.
Photo: David Branigan
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Giving it their all.

Bagenalstown swimming Club host their annual water

Safety - carlow Gala during their water Safety week.
Photo: Bagenalstown swimming Club
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Our yound swimmers are achieving big things!
Happy swimmers with their gwim Certs at White Strand,
Garrylucas. Kinsale Co. Cork.

Photo: Ed O Riordain




WATER SAFETY IRELAND - the statutory, voluntary body and registered charity established to promote

water safety and reduce drownings in Ireland.

Our focus is on Public Awareness and Education. Tragically, an average of 118 people drown in Ireland each year,
almost ten every month. We strive to reduce these fatalities by increasing water safety awareness and by changing
attitudes and behaviours so that our aquatic environments can be enjoyed with confidence and safety.

WHAT WE DO:

1. Education:

a) An education syllabus that teaches swimming, lifesaving, water
confidence, safety, survival, rescue skills and basic life support;

b) Courses are provided nationwide to the general public and also

to children as part of the primary school curriculum in classrooms,

pools and open water nationwide;

c) Many qualifications such as our Pool and Beach Lifeguarding
Awards are recognised internationally;

d) Beach Lifeguards are trained and tested by our examiners for the
Local Authorities prior to the annual summer season each year;

e) To ensure their skills reach and remain at international
standards, trained lifeguards compete in provincial and national
Lifesaving Championships and at International level;

f) Risk Assessments on bathing areas and waterways nationwide
that may pose a particular risk to the public, in order to make
them safer;

g) Train and examine rescue boat crews for the Community Inshore
Rescue Services and administer associated VAT refunds.

h) Water safety training for those working near aquatic
environments in the public and private sector.

2. Promotion:

a) Research, analysis and publication of drowning statistics that
inform policy and enable effective targeting of those at risk of
drowning;

b) National and local media to build a public awareness of coastal
and inland water safety;

c) Publications, courses, advice and campaigns in print and online
that promote water safety and target at-risk groups in all aquatic
activities so that the public adheres to best practices;

d) Supporting the work of over 5,000 volunteer members and
those volunteering and commercially delivering swimming,
lifesaving and basic life support training;

e) A National Water Safety Awards Ceremony that includes
the “Seiko Just-In-Time" Rescue Award and other awards that
recognise volunteerism and partnerships that promote water
safety at national and local level.

3. Partnerships:

a) Local Authorities, state agencies, private enterprises and
coroners on matters relating to water safety, the provision of
Public Rescue Equipment and Lifeguarding locations nationwide;

b) The Marine Safety Working Group and the Irish Marine Search
and Rescue Committee to promote maritime safety;

c) A range of organisations to help reduce the high number of
drownings by suicide;

d) Conferences, lectures and demonstrations to Local Authorities,
Government Agencies, NGQ's, schools, Colleges and members
of the pubilic.




Sponsored by the following County Councils: Clare, Longford, Limerick City and County, Louth, WexSwim, Kildare, DLR,
Donegal, Meath, Westmeath, Tipperary, Sligo, Wicklow, DUn Laoghaire - Rathdown

THAN SORRY WAteRSArETYIRELAND  The Long Walk, Galway, HO1F602 | RCN 20206503 Tel:+353 (0) 91564400 INFO@WATERSAFETY.JE | WATERSAFETY.E
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